
Fort Cherry Junior Riley Karn Appears on WPXI’s Hines Ward Show 

and Receives Recognition as Positive Athlete of the Month 

 

   When junior Riley Karn was diagnosed with Leukemia in September of 2012, the 
diagnosis and subsequent treatment led to an immense amount of stress that he and his 
family were forced to face.  Riley, a freshman at the time, was diagnosed at a time of the 
school year when most of his peers were just getting comfortable in their classes, starting 
their fall sports, and beginning another year towards graduation.  Riley, on the other hand, 
underwent multiple chemotherapy treatments, missed 95% of the school year, and his life 
as a typical high school teenager got turned upside down.  He was unable to play the sports 
that he loved, and participate in many activities that he once enjoyed. His family, 
classmates, and friends rallied behind him and helped to raise his spirits.  Riley retained a 
positive outlook and ultimately recovered after many weeks in the hospital and numerous 
visits back and forth from his home in Hickory.  Now a junior, Riley has returned to school 
and is back participating in golf and baseball.  This past September, Riley and his family 
were contacted by WPXI and the Hines Ward Show about having Riley appear and be 
interviewed by the former Super Bowl MVP himself as a part of one of his show’s features- 
the Positive Athlete of the Week. Riley took a few moments to describe that experience, his 
recovery, and an “epic” handshake with Hines Ward that he’ll never forget. 
 
So you had the chance to meet Hines Ward and be on his television show? How did 
WPXI contact you and what were you thinking when you found out initially? 
 
 “I was sitting in class and my mom texted me and said that they wanted me to be on 
the Hines Ward show as the Positive Athlete of the Week.  At first I was shocked and didn’t 
really think much of it.  After a while though, I thought about it and realized how cool of an 
opportunity it was.” 
 
Hines Ward is obviously famous and highly regarded here in Pittsburgh, between his 
likely Hall of Fame career as a Steeler and even his appearance on Dancing With the 
Stars a few years ago.  How nervous were you to meet him and be on his show? 
 
 “I wasn’t overly nervous because I’ve met so many new people lately and I heard 
that Hines is a nice guy.  It was just like meeting anybody else, plus he was just what you’d 
think he’d be like.” 
 
Was there anything you were surprised about when you met him in person finally? 
  

“I was surprised that I was taller than him.  I knew he wasn’t that tall, but I had no 
idea that I’d actually be taller than he is.  Other than that, he was the nice guy that 
everybody would think he would be and comes across as on television.” 
 

How many takes did you have to do of the interview?  Did you get the superstar 
treatment of the makeup team and all that Hollywood hype? 
  
 “The interview took one try believe it or not.  Before I went on set, they put a small 
amount of makeup on me.  I guess that’s just the life that a superstar like me gets to live!” 



 

Since your original diagnosis and inspirational recovery, you seem to be doing great- 
how often do you have follow-up doctor’s appointments and what are those like for 
you ? (if you don’t mind sharing). 
  
 “I have a doctors appointment once a month.  Usually afterwards I feel sick and 
exhausted for a day or two after, but I’m usually still good enough to go to go about normal 
life right away.  I just try to take it easy the days after.” 
 
Finally, let’s talk about that awkward handshake/high-five/hand clasp that you and 
Hines do at the end of your interview.  What the heck is going on there?   
  
 “Well, I saw him put his hand up so naturally I think ‘Oh cool high-five.’  Then, I felt 

him grasp my hand and interlock fingers.  It was totally unexpected.  I basically just tried to 

play it off and act like nothing happened.  I guess it’s pretty funny, cause it’s so awkward.” 


